Biological changes after liver transplantation according to the presence or not of graft steatosis.
To assess the consequences of graft steatosis on postoperative liver function as compared with normal liver grafts. From January 2005 to December 2007, liver transplant patients were prospectively included, excluding those who experienced arterial or biliary complications or presented acute rejection. All patients had a surgical biopsy after reperfusion. Patients were compared according to the rate of macrovacuolar steatosis: namely above or below 20%. Fifty-three patients were included: 10 in the steatosis group and 43 in the control group. No significant difference was observed in terms of morbidity, mortality, and primary non- or poor function. Nevertheless, biological changes after the procedure were significantly different during the first postoperative week. Prothrombin time, serum bilirubin, and transaminases were significantly increased among the steatosis group compared with the control group (P < .05). This case-controlled study including a small number of patients, described postoperative biological changes among liver transplantations with steatosis in the graft.